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English IIIAP

Mrs. Davis
English III AP

Description and Standards
2021-2022
Course description: The Advanced Placement Program provides an opportunity for secondary school students to pursue and receive credit for college level course work completed at the secondary school level.  Sponsored by the College Board, the AP Program is based on the premise that college-level material can be taught successfully to able and well-prepared secondary school students.

The AP English Language and Composition course will engage students in becoming skilled readers of prose written in a variety of periods, disciplines, and rhetorical contexts, and in becoming skilled writers who compose for a variety of purposes.  The course emphasizes expository, analytical, and argumentative writing that forms the basis of academic and professional communication, as well as the personal and reflective writing that fosters the development of writing facility in any context.

Therefore, one of the primary goals of this course is to move students beyond such programmatic responses as the five-paragraph essay.  Although such formulaic approaches provide organization, they often encourage repetition. Students will be encouraged to place their emphasis on content, purpose, and audience and to allow this focus to guide the organization of their writing.  Additionally, the informed use of research materials and the ability to synthesize varied sources (to evaluate, use, and cite sources) are integral parts of the course.

Such writing comes from students’ reading with an understanding of how stylistic effects are achieved by writers’ linguistic choices.  Students learn to read and then write with increasing complexity and sophistication. Because the course demands the extensive reading of challenging texts and the extensive writing required of the college preparatory student, it is important that students be aware of the rigorous expectations and be committed to meeting those increased expectations.  Students are expected to be committed and serious scholars.  

Texts: The course uses The Language of Composition, Reading Rhetorically, They Say, I Say, The Writer’s Presence, and McGraw-Hill Study Sync as its primary texts. Although some ancillary reading materials will be provided by the teacher, most will be available only on the class website. It is imperative that students download these materials for annotating, class discussion, and writing; therefore, students should be prepared for heavy computer and printer use. The course is designed to prepare students for college, where they will purchase and write in their own textbooks and be required to download most class material from an Internet source. Students are expected to bring all materials needed to class each day. Trips to lockers or the computer lab/library is discouraged and students will be marked down for not having books, laptops, homework and any other needed materials. Please bring a fully charged laptop to class daily as a majority of assignments will be completed on Google Classroom.
Assignments: Students are responsible for all assignments given in class, whether they are present at the time the work was assigned or not. Class activities will be regularly posted on my website; questions regarding work can be directed to my email. In every English IIIAP class, all written work must be typed on 8-1/2 x 11 paper or submitted in proper MLA format to Google Classroom. Always include name, period, date, and assignment title or work may not be accepted for a grade. Students will be required to upload their major assignments to Turnitin.com when instructed and will be given further procedural information on this at a later date.

Grading: Grades will be based on a point and percentage system.  Grades will be assigned as follows: 
A = 90 – 100%; B = 80 – 89%; C = 70 – 79%; D = 60-69%; F = 59% and below.  Grades are not rounded. The final semester grade will be weighted as follows: Reading/Writing/Grammar/Vocabulary = 70%; Speaking/Listening = 20%; Final Exam = 10% 

Speaking and Listening grade: The members of the English Department have determined, as part of meeting the requirements of district and Common Core Standards for Language Arts, that 20% of a junior student’s grade should be based on classroom involvement and accountability.  Points will be deducted for absences, unexcused tardies, failure to participate in class activities, disrupting the class, missing books or materials, and infraction of class rules listed below. Students will receive a Speaking and Listening Criteria handout on the first day of class.
Make-up policy: Students will have one week after they return to school after an excused absence to make up any missed work including homework, tests, quizzes. For any other reason, including unexcused absences or work that does not meet the due date, work may be turned in the following day during Support Period for partial credit. Otherwise, work turned in one calendar day late will receive half credit.  Work that is more than one calendar day late will not be accepted for any credit.  Be sure to see me during Support Period immediately after you return from an absence so you know what you have missed.  Long-term assignments, such as expository essays and projects, will be marked down one full letter grade for each day late, including weekends.  Extenuating circumstances will be considered on a case-by-case basis. All missed work should be made up during Support Period, as Nutrition, Lunch, and after school times do not provide enough time or appropriate quiet environment for study.
Attendance policy: Students should be in their seats and ready to work when the tardy bell rings, or they will be marked tardy.  Six unexcused tardies or three unexcused absences will result in a student being dropped from the class with a failing grade.  NO EXCEPTIONS! 

Cheating: Cheating of any kind will not be tolerated.  Cheating includes, but is not limited to, the following: copying or looking at another student’s paper during a test or quiz, talking during a test, having information that is being tested visible during a test (cheat sheet, open textbook, notes, etc.), copying another student’s homework or classwork, and plagiarism.  Please see the Plagiarism Awareness Form and the Las Virgenes Unified School District policy regarding cheating.  There are NO EXCEPTIONS to this policy.  There is no excuse for cheating, so don’t risk getting caught.  The consequences are simply too severe. Remember, colleges are interested in the character of the students who apply to their universities. It is far better to accept a poor grade for ill preparation than to have a cheating incident follow a student and mar his or her character, not to mention the extenuating headaches it causes.
Course Materials: Students will participate in a final exam and Socratic Seminar at the end of the year as part of their culminating assessment for the course.  These assessments are meant to demonstrate the student’s understanding and knowledge of the course.  THEREFORE, DO NOT THROW ANY COURSE MATERIALS AWAY. All assignments should be filed in the student’s portfolio and a second folder may be used for class reading handouts.  The final exam and Socratic Seminar are a cumulative experience because students are more motivated to review what they have studied earlier which increases the likelihood that they will remember the material in the future. 

Support Period: I require students to use the embedded support time during the last 30 minutes of each block schedule class for all kinds of support they may need during the year including learning about missed work, making up missed work or tests, discussing class work or homework, clarifying lessons or lectures, getting extra help on any assignment, brushing up on skills, reviewing essays and essay grades, and clarification of any class issue that arises.  Please use the support time, as it is a valuable tool. Please become familiar with information posted on my website BEFORE you come in to Support .
Website and Email: At the beginning of each week I will update the website for this class. Every detail of the class that you need to know is replicated and fully explained on this site, which is maintained only for you. I require students to use the website daily, as assignments for downloading and important information, including updated information since the class met will be there. Therefore, a daily viewing of this site is an important requirement of this class. I rely upon it, and so should you. I read my email at least twice a day; it is a quick and easy way to clarify what you are doing in the class. I require students to use my email for any questions they may have while doing homework, and I will try my best to get back to you right away. Because the website and email are in place and active, I expect students to always be “in the know” about class activities and assignments. In the event that your home internet is down, please use the library computers to catch up on class events.
Classroom Etiquette: Etiquette is the correct social behavior required in certain situations.  Often, students are unaware of, or forget the impact correct behavior has on their learning and the learning of others. In fact, for learning to occur, students must be comfortable in class. In order to accomplish a comfortable classroom in which all students feel confident, all students must treat each other with respect.  All students will raise their hands to participate, not interrupt each other, not have unrelated conversations with other students in class during class activities and discussions, not criticize or make fun of each other, and not use profanity. Students who have an issue with classroom etiquette should make an appointment with me as soon as possible so that it can be resolved. Students who do not uphold an appropriate level of etiquette will be given a friendly reminder; those who continue to disturb the class will see the consequences of such actions in their Listening and Speaking grade, and may be referred to an assistant principal for guidance. Maintaining simple classroom etiquette is simple, and everyone will feel comfortable to participate and learn. Our classroom operates on the foundation of respect: respect for self, respect for others, respect for work, respect for learning, and respect for Agoura High School and its property. 

Class rules:

· Enter the classroom quietly and be ready to work when the bell rings.
· Please wear a mask in class at all times.
· No packing up early.

· No food, beverages (except water), gum or candy are allowed in the room.

· No writing on desks or elsewhere in the classroom. Please, please, please let’s keep a nice looking classroom! (
· A lecture is a time to listen; a discussion is a time to talk.

· NO PERSONAL CELL PHONE USE ALLOWED DURING CLASS; please turn them off to avoid them being taken away.

· Personal matters (restroom, grooming, other class homework, etc.) are to be taken care of before or after class.  Except in emergencies, and per Agoura High School “Mutual Agreements,” students are to use a bathroom pass with good judgement - do not use valuable class time to take care of personal matters unless absolutely necessary.

Communication:

Finally, please come see me about any class issue.  It’s so much easier for me to help you if I know what’s going on with you. Most problems can be solved, or avoided completely by simple communication.  Be smart and ask for the help you need. I encourage both parents and students to use my email below, as I check it daily. I look forward to working with all of you this year! (
How to reach me:

email: pdavis@lvusd.org


website: www.mrspdavis.educatorpages.com 
PLEASE SIGN AND RETURN THIS PAGE TO MRS. DAVIS within 3 days of receiving the syllabus in class. 
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